
Hartley Church.

CHAPTER X.

THE PARISH CHURCH.

There is no mention in Domesday of a Church at
Hartley. This does not mean that there was not
one here, but only that no ecclesiastical tax was
due from this manor to the king, as was often the
case. Where this was payable the Church was
usually mentioned.

Judging from what remains of the most ancient
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portions of the fabric of our Church, we may assume
that the foundations of the present stone edifice
were laid in the llth century. There are details
that point to Saxon workmanship.,

The Chancel arch is low and very narrow with
wide wall spaces on either side. Portions of the
north and south walls containing two small Norman
windows, are among the older parts. Norman work,
probably of the 12th century, is visible elsewhere.
Each century seems to have left traces of further
additions and restorations.

Gothic reconstruction evidently took place in the
13th or 14th centuries. The Chancel arch was
pointed. Foliated decoration was applied to
the windows on the north and south sides, and
portions of the walls were rebuilt. A buttress
was added in the 15th century. There was at one
time a west door but to what period this belonged
we do not know. The turret or bell-cote was pro-
bably built in the 14th century. The panels in the
pulpit were carved about 1600 or a little later.

Towards the end of the 18th century considerable
renovation was effected, and during the first half
of the 19th century. The turret was repaired in
1838, and two buttresses built in 1857. Between
1860 and 1863 much alteration and restoration took
place, the gallery was taken down, the old square
pews were removed and replaced by new ones of
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pitch-pine. The roof was retiled, a vestry built,
and the present east wall of the chancel recon-
structed. The square headed window of three lights
at the east end was replaced by a larger Gothic one
which was filled with coloured glass in 1898 by the
P. and 0. Company directors in memory of Adam
Tait.

In 1892 the west wall was entirely rebuilt. In
1899 the present porch replaced the old one. This
was erected by Miss E. Trimmer in memory of her
sister Mary, the wife of Rev. W. W. Alien, Rector

Hartley Church in 1806.
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of Hartley, and she also in 1882 presented the
carved oak reredos in memory of her father,
mother, brother and sister.

The window on the south side of the chancel was
coloured and presented by the Rev. W. W. Alien in
memory of his mother Ann, the wife of Rev. E. W.
Alien. The coloured window in the south wall of
the nave was also executed and given by the
same donor in memory of Rev. H. W. Trimmer and
Mary, his wife. A small window on the south side
of the chancel also coloured by the Rev. W. W.
Alien, bears this inscription, " In memory of H. T,
died 1845."

One of the most remarkable features of the
Church is the door. The woodwork bears evi-
dence of extreme age and may well be as ancient
as the ironwork which is of exceptional interest.
Crossing the iron straps are wide crescents some of
which terminate in serpents' heads, others in scrolls
or fleur-de-lis. The former show how long the
blacksmiths of this country clung to the Danish
traditions. Serpents, dragons and other creatures
were employed by the Danish workmen as emblems
to propitiate evil spirits, and may be seen in orna-
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Hartley Church Door.

mental ironwork down to the 14th century. The
fleur-de-lis are possibly somewhat later than the
rest and may have been added by way of repairs.

In the steeple are two bells, the smaller one
which measures 18 inches, bears an inscription

'"Robertus Ryder me fecit." Robert Ryder was a
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London founder and lived from 1357 to 1386. Our
treble bell then was hung in the reign of Richard II.
On the larger bell, measuring 22 inches, is engraved
"Pack and Chapman fecit, 1771." There were two
bells in the steeple in 1552, but one of those has since
disappeared.

Before church bells were hung in the towers or
steeples, hand-bells were used to call the people to
public-worship. This custom will perhaps explain
the origin of another interesting feature of our
Church.

At the west end of the south wall of the chancel
is a low side window, unglazed and fitted with a
wooden shutter. The purpose of these windows
is a matter of uncertainty. They are sometimes
called leper windows or "squints" in reference to
their supposed use in providing a view of the altar
from the outside of the Church. They may have
been used for confession, or for almsgiving, it may
be that here the sacring and sanctus bells were rung,
or that out,of this window the hand-bell was used
to call the people to Church.*

There is another of these windows, long since
blocked up, on the north side of the chancel.

The upper portion of the font, and perhaps the
base dates from. about the 14th century, the pedestal
* Archbishop Peckham in A.D. 1281, directed that at the time of the

elevation of the Host, a bell should be rung " on one side of the Church,
that the people, whether in fields or homes, may kneel down."



PARISH CHURCH. 61

The Font in Hartley Church.

is Norman work of Purbeck marble and consists of
a central shaft surrounded by eight smaller ones.

The timbers of the roof are very interesting and
picturesque. From the tie-beams rise well propor-
tioned king posts from which the braces or struts
spring to the rafters.

There is a mural tablet on the north wall of white
marble which bears this inscription,

" Near this .place lyes the body of James Burrow, late
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of Kingsdown, gent. He departed this life 20 Decem-
ber, 1728, aged 53 years.

"Also Elizabeth his wife, and daughter of John Cox
of Stanstead, gent. She departed this life 14 February,
1729, aged 49 years. And also two of their children,
viz., James and Thomas."

11 On the top of the monument are these arms, viz.,
Azure, three fleur-de-lis ermine, impaling sable a

chevron argent between three altires of a stag fixed to
the scalp of the second. Crest on a wreath a falcon
volant argent, jessed and belted, gorged with a ducal
coronet or.

On the same wall on a tablet near the chancel
arch is this inscription,

"Sacred to the memory of Mary the beloved wife of
Wm. Philip Beech who departed this life the 24th day
of January, 1851, aged 28 years. Also of Jessie Beech
daughter of the above who died the 11th day of January,
1849. aged li months."

A metal tablet on the south side of the chancel
arch facing west is thus inscribed,

" To the glory of God and in memory of Adam Tait
of Hartley Court, Kent, born 26 November, 1836. Died
12 July, 1896, at La Gombaley, Switzerland. Buried
at Territet. The east window in this Church was erec-
ted by the Directors of the Peninsular and Oriental
Steam Navigation Company in remembrance of their
friend and colleague. A.D., 1896."

On the sanctuary floor is a memorial stone of
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black marble bearing this inscription,
"Unde r this stone are interred the remains of the

Revd. Thomas Blomefield, A.M., who departed this"
life on the loth day of Jan., 1771, aged 79 years. He
was 49 years Rector of this parish, beloved and respected
by the parishioners who with his friends sincerely lament
their loss.

"Also the body of Mary, his wife, who departed this
life on the 5th day of April, 1784, aged 73 years."

Adjacent to this stone on the south side is an-
other, with this inscription,

"Here lyeth interred the body of Sarah the wife of
Edward Thorp of this parish, who died the 6th of Nov-
ember. 1747, aged 67 years." .

On the floor near the vestry door a stone is in-
scribed to the memory of another Rector of this
parish,

" In memory of Revd. Thomas Bradley, nearly 40
years Rector of this parish, who was born at Kirkby
Stephen in the County of Westmoreland, Feb. nth,
1750, and died at Greenhithe in the County of Kent,
Dec. 25th, 1825, in the 76th year of his life."

In the centre of the middle aisle is a stone with
the following inscription,

'' In memory of Richard Treadwell, Yeoman of this
parish who departed this life l5th September, 1803, aged
92 years.

" Also Mrs. Mary Treadwell, wife of the above, who
departed this life 19th October, 1798; aged 77 .years.
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'' Also Richard Treadwell, son of the above, who de-
parted this life and July. 1768, aged 20 years."

The Lich-gate was the handwork of the late

Hartley Church and Lich-gate.

Rector, Rev. W.W. Alien, who was skilled in join-
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ery. It was erected in memory of his father and was
made from the timber of,an oak in the Glebe be-
neath which he was accustomed to sit. It bears the
inscription,

" Erected A. D. 1887 by loving friends in memory of
Edward Alien, 40 years Rector of Hartley."

A question has sometimes been raised respecting
the original dedication of our Parish Church. In
the reign of Henry VIII, Dedication Festivals were
often transferred to All Saints to avoid multiplica-
tions of holidays and so the real dedication came to
be forgotten. It seemed possible that this might have
happened here, but this doubt has been set at rest by
the will of Thomas Cotyer which is dated 1473, thir-
ty years before Henry VIII came to the throne. In
it he says "I wish my body to be buried in the
Churchyard of the Parish Church of All Saints'."
And 22 years earlier in 1451, John Parysse of Hart-
ley in his will of that date bequeaths "Luminare be
Marie in festo Ommum Sanctorum."


