
CHAPTER XV.

THE OLD INHABITANTS.

We know very little of the inhabitants of Hartley
before the middle of the, l5th century, but of those
who lived here in the latter half of the 15th, and in
the 16th and 17th centuries, we have some know-
ledge from contemporary records.

Our registers do not go back beyond the beginning
of the 18th century and so our chief source of infor-
mation lies in the wills which the people left behind
them. These have fortunately been preserved in
the Courts of Rochester and Canterbury. Here are
extracts from some of the earlier ones with the dates
at which they were proved.
John Parysse, 1451.

He desires to be buried inside the Church, next to his
wife. He leaves money for the High Altar, and three
ewes with their lambs for the light of the High Crucifix.
Also ewes and lambs of his best flock for the light of
the Blessed Virgin. To her also half a quarter of barley
on the feast of All Saints. To the Rector, John Boonde,
he leaves 12 pence. To the Carmelite Brothers, at
Aylesford, 5 shillings to pray for his soul. To his
daughter Rose, married to John Cotyer, he bequeaths
his best caldron with the tripod. To his grandson,
John, ewes arid barley, a brass jar, a pot and a pan. To
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Alice Brasyer " for taking care of me during my infirmi-
tie, 6 pence and corn from my crops."
A witness to his will is John Cotyer, of " Le Stokke."

John Cotyer, of Le Hayes, Hartley, 1452.
He wishes to be buried on the south side of the Church-
yard. For tithes forgotten he leaves 12 pence to the
High Altar, and 40 pence for repairing the Church."
The name of his wife is Christiana. His sons, Thomas
and William^ his daughters, Johanna and Alice."

John Taylor, 1457.
He leaves a wife, Jane, to whom he bequeaths his goods
including property in Mepehame. He mentions Thomas
Harry, Richard Longefielde and Jane Warynys.

Thomas Cotyer, 1473.
He is to be buried in the " Cemetery of the Parish Church
of All Saints, Hertele."
He leaves for tithes forgotten 20 pence, and to the
Brothers at Aylesford ten shillings to pray for his soul."
There are other bequests for Hartley Church, a new
missal, a torch and money to build a buttress. " Lego
ad emendum unum novum missale ad usum dicte ecclisie
vjs viijd. Lego ad edificacionem unius Botrace dicte
ecclisie iijs iiijd Lego dicte ecclisie unum Torche pricii
sesi solidorum et octo denariorum."
He bequeaths 4 pence each and their meals to the three
priests for celebrating in the Church on the day of his
trentales (daily mass for 30 days).
He mentions his godsons and leaves them each a bronze
jar. To his wife, Rose, he leaves the rest of his goods
and his lands except the land called '' Lome Pet'' and
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" Veysy's Grove." At her death they are to go to
Wm. Hoke and Jane, his wife."

John Fuller, 1500.
He wishes to be buried in the Churchyard. He leaves
to the High Altar for tithes forgotten, 12 pence. To the
Church of Hartley one red coloured cow, because he owed
the said Church a quarter of barley. To the lights of the
Holy Trinity in the same Church one ewe sheep with its
lamb."
To his father a red coloured cloak. To his mother 4
yards of russet cloth to make her a tunic. To his
brother a tunic. To his wife Johanna all his household
goods and his messuage for life, then to his eldest son.

John Northash, 1506.
To be buried in the Churchyard. He leaves to the High
Altar a measure of oats.
To his son John a ketyll of brass, and one posnet, a pot
hanger with hokes, a spit, a pilow, a chest, and also 20
shillings that is 3/4 yearly unless he fawll to ryott or
evyll disposition, when the said 20 shillings is to be dis-
tributed in charitable deeds.
To Margaret " the childe " a rede lityll foser.
To Ivan his daughter. " a olde pan."
Richard, his son, is to keep a yearly obet for his soul, for
30 years, spending 2 shillings a year. If the obet is not
kept his executors are to sell his lands in Hartley, Long-
field and Asshe for fullilment thereof.
There are mentioned John Wall, of Hartley, Sir Harry
Womfelde, parson of Longefelde. John Oberey, Sir
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Raff. Smalley, parson of Hertely, John Shawe and Win.
Smyth.

John Overy, 1509.
To be buried in the Churchyard. He leaves to the High
Altar 2od. And for painting a cloth to hang before the
beam of the High Cross 8d.*
To the Parish Church one cow price 6/8.
He bequeaths his lands to his wife, Alice, during widow-
hood and then to his son, Robert. His other sons are
Thomas, William and Richard.
Failing heirs his lands are to be sold for singing of
masses, repairing of Churches and other meritorious
deeds for the good of the souls of his father and mother
and of all Christians souls.
His wife is to pay the parson of Hartley 30/- which he
owed him. An obet is to be kept for him and his
friends in Hartley Church for ever.

Thomas Crippes, 1527.
He leaves a cross of copper and also money to the
Church. Thomas Coke owed him 13/4 but he says
"thereof I have forgive hyme " Thomas Ifelde was
also in his debt 26/-. He " forgwyved hyme" 16/8.

To ' * Annye, his wife, he leaves the residue of his godys.''
John Overey, 1553.

He bequeaths to' his wife, Elizabeth, 20 mother sheep and
'' straw to fynd them this wynter,'' also two hogs, a sow
and all his poultry.
He had a son, Richard, and a grandson, Abraham.
and two daughters Johan and Sybell.

* The curtain, usually worked or painted, which was hung during Lent
between the chancel and the nave.
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He owned lands in " Hartley, Fawkham, Ash and
elsewhere."

John Gardener, 1559.
His wife's name was Johan. He had a son, Thomas
and daughters, Alice, Sylvester, Margaret, Grace and
Elizabeth. .

Thomas Whytehead, 1582.
He was a yeoman of Hartley. His wife's name was
Elizabeth. He had a son, Thomas, and three daughters,
Joan, Ann and Susan.

James Crippes, 1586.
He farmed land under the then Lord of the Manor for
in his will he says " To my good Landeladie, Misstress

Anne Sedley, and Mr. William Sedley, Esquire to each
two angells.
The children of his son, James, were James, Thomas,
William, George, Alice and Elizabeth. Of his son,
Thomas, Thomas, James, Dorita, Alice and Eleanor.
He wishes to be buried in Hartley Churchyard at the
east end of the chancel near the bodies of his wife, sister
and brother.

William Kipps, 1609.
His wife's name was Joyce. She was to have free egress
and regress to his lands called Birchet Field and Gossie
Croft " to dig clea and carry it away for 7 years. He

had sons, Edward, Thomas, John, William, and Stephen
and daughters, Joyce and Dorita. To his brother
Gilbert, he gives " a tymber tree which he desired of
me."
Another bequest is a " twelmotings haver bullock."
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From the Lay Subsidy rolls we find that in 1571
the following persons owned sufficient property in
this parish to be taxed :—Richard Overy, John
Grippes, Thomas Whithead, Thomas Goodwill, and
John Fellows.

Old deeds of the 17th century mention John
Edwards, Yeoman, and Dennes, his wife; John
Young, Yeoman; John Edwards and Peter Edwards
his son and Richard Boycott.

From the old wills and other records we are able
to compile the following list of Hartley parishioners
from about 1400 to the middle of the 17th century.

John Fauer.
William Dalton.
Robert Crabbe.
Geofrey 'of ye Stable.'
John Parysse.
John and Thomas Cotyer.
John and Eiohard Overey.
Thomas and John Crippes.
John Young.
Richard Cressell.
Roger and John Smyth.
John Feerby.
John Boxwood.
John Mabbs.
John and Thomas Godfray.
William Hoke.
John Osmond.

Robert Draper,
Robert Fletcher.
John Turner.
Petty Wyborne.
John Wall.
John May.
John Page.
George Pase.
John Court.
Gyffray ap Coan.
" Mother " Northash.
Niohola Ellis.
William Chusune.
Nicholas Middleton.
John and William Taylor.
Thomas Whytehead.
John Ames.
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Jane Langley. Jane Taylor.
John Chartham. Thomas Goodwin.
Thomas at Chyrch. John Fellows.
Thomas Harry. William Sedley.
John and Richard Northaah. John and Peter Edwards
John Coke. Richard Boycott.
John Beyt. Anne Warynys.
Thomas Ifield. George Best.
John Gardener. John Fuller.
John Laryman. Thomas Brokhole.
Philip Oram. Laurence Sybbyng.
John Blodeler. John Young.
James Millerie.

Here are 62 men, and among them are 30 Johns'
We can scarcely wonder that by this time surnames
had become customary among all classes.

John at Chyrch, Richard Northash, Thomas
Ifield and Geoffrey ' of ye stable,' are interesting
examples of surnames that had not yet become
hereditary.

There are several families which must be specially
mentioned as representative of Hartley parishioners
from the 16th to the close of the last century. Des-
cendants of some of these are still living in this and
neighbouring parishes.

Tread-well, Grippes, Best, Wooden, Goodwin, Day, Cooper,
Martin, Mugg, Prest, Underbill, Hoadley, Thorpe, Glover,
Longhurst, Wharton, French, Young, Burrow, Packman, Letch-
ford, Elcomb.
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The Treadwells are a Cornish family, but came
here from Oxfordshire at the end of the 17th cen-
tury.

There was a Thomas Goodwin in Hartley in the
time of Queen Elizabeth. His descendants were still
here in the reign of Queen Ann, and I think have
been in the parish ever since. Mr. Goodwin now liv-
ing in the Thatched Cottage on Hartley Hill is the
5th Thomas Goodwin in succession born in the old
house. The name has been spelt in the registers
and elsewhere in several different ways. Goodin,
Godin, Godwin, Godwyn and Goodwine.

The Bests were Yeoman and parishioners of
Hartley since Tudor times. A George Best died in
1609 and a George Best was buried here in 1883.
Between these two dates at least ten generations
of them lived and died in the parish. There were
John and Edward Bests here for more than 300
years, but there are none in the parish now.
"Bests Farm" is called by another name and
" Best Cottages " fell into ruins a few years after the
death of the last of the family who lived here.

There are no longer Packmans in Hartley but
they were here for nearly 200 years. And so
were the Glovers and Martins. The Longhursts
came somewhat later, spelt at first in the registers,
Loncast. The Elcombs and Letchfords were in the
parish about a hundred years ago.
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The first of the Days of whom we have record in
the registers, is one, David Day. He and his wife,
Margaret had two sons, "William and David, born in
1733 and 1734. At the end of the century he was
still living. But before his time Richard Day held
house and land under Wm. Best. That was in the
17th century All through the 18th century there
were several households of Days in the parish. And
after half a dozen generations of them had come and
gone, one Charles William Day, married a wife
Rebecca, who also belonged to the Day family. She
is still living in 1927, aged 81 years, and her children,
grandchildren and great grand children are in this
and the neighbouring parishes.

Information with regards to the names of parish-
ioners in the middle of the 17th century is forth-
coming from the Exchequer accounts.

In the reign of Charles II, a tax of 2s. was
imposed upon each householder for every hearth
in his house. This levy was in force from 1662 to
1688.

Lists of householders paying this tax are to be
found in the Lay subsidy rolls of each county.

Here follows the list for this parish for 1662,
with the number of hearths taxed :

Mr. Ewees, 3. John Fox, 3.
Thomas Young, 4. Ham Cannon, 1.
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Henry Pickett, 4.
Edward Best, 8.
Henry Middleton, 4.
Vidua Reeve, 7.
John Edwards, 5.
Leonard Carrier, 3.

Edward Swan, 1.
John Darton, 1.
John Best, 4.
Edward Carrier, 1.
Richard French, 1.
Jonas Baker, 1.

The List for 1673 is as follows:
Widow Reeve, 3. John Edwards, 5.
Henry Piggot, 4. Nicholas Wheeler, 2.
John Best, 3. Thomas Barrow, 4.
Edward Best, 1. Francis Wiborn, 1.
John Baker, 1. Leonard Carrier, 1.
Thomas Young, 5. A New howse, 5.
Edward Swan, 1. Mathew French, 1.
Henry Cannon, 1. Widow Middleton, 2.
Richard Senior, 1.

The Borsholder or constable responsible for the
accounts for 1662 is John Best. For 1673, Thos.
Barrow.


