
CHAPTER XXII.

MODERN TIMES.

In a previous chapter mention is made of resi-
dents in the village from the 15th to the 18th
century. To bring the roll of Hartley parishioners
up to the first decade of the present century, the
following names must be added :—
Loft.
Goldsmith.
Wickenden.
Peat.
Kidder.
Middleton.
Wright.
Knight.
Oliver.
Dewdney.
Davey.
Blomefield.
Wigzell.
Conford.
Batt.
Muggerage.
Knowles.
Fielder.
Johnson.
Wingate.
Potter.
Greg.

Prouse.
Harman.
Durling.
Hodson.
Saunders.
Hayes.
Gilbert.
Blaokman.
Bowers.
Miles.
Booker.
Cuckow.
West.
Eandal.
Slater.
Edmeads.
Bensted.
Armstrong.
Wilson.
Andrus.
Monk.
Whiffin.

Lines.
Bennet.
Keeble.
Milliams.
Everest.
Peerless.
Lee.
Outram.
Ware.
Ogben.
Prior.
Wellard.
Eves.
Honeysett.
Jones.
Dean.
Parsons.
Outred.
Mepham.
Mitchell.
Alien.
Chapman.

Bevan.
Bratton.
Wells.
Munn.
Blake.
Gambrell.
Applegate.
Cheary.
Cloke.
Wansbury.
Hollands.
Hurst.
Roots.
Gear.
Brooker.
Haygreen.
Gilbert.
Page.
Apps.
Dunmall.
King.
Rich.
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Blackwell. Coulson. Longmuir.
Spriggs. Hartley. Parrett.
Cheeseman. Daun. Emmet.
Weaver. Leleux. Glidewell.
Elcome. Ingram. M'lntyre.
Mabe. Vaile. Rich.
Alchin. Marchant. Robson.
Thornton. Duncanson. Spriggs.
Barnes. Morton. Webb.
Tait. Hope. Eade.
Smith. Keetch. Rose.
Dobbs. Bentey. Aldred.
Cromar.

Nairn.
Braybrook.
Goldie.
Hare.
Messer.
English.
Fass.
Baker-Cresswell
Elliott.
Hobbs.
Boorman.
Hildebrand.

With regard to the ownership of the land at the
beginning of the 18th century one of the principal
landowners in the parish was John Young, of Fair-
by. He was succeeded by his elder son, Thomas.

Other landowners in this century were Richard
Treadwell, the Sedleys of Southfleet, the Evelyns of
Ightam, and in the latter part, Robert Monk,
Richard Thorp, Joseph Davey and James Page.

In the early part of the 19th century, Mr. Francis
Treadwell, of Fairby, farmed 145 acres of land in
the parish as well as land in Fawkham and Ash,
which he subsequently inherited on the death
of his brother Thomas, the estate having been
entailed by his great-grandfather, John Young.
The other branch of the Young family was at this
time represented by Wm. Wharton, of Pescott and
Red Cow Farm.
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The executors of Alexander Evelyn owned 400
acres and Wm. Clark 140 acres, all of which were
farmed by Mr. William Bensted in addition to
about 70 acres of his own land.

John Swaisland was the owner of 50 acres which
was in the occupation of Wm. Armstrong. Edward
Best, and afterwards George Best farmed 100 acres
of land belonging to Wm. Masters Smith, and 130
acres owned by John Tasker were in the tenancy of
Wm. Treadwell, the son of Francis Treadwell of
Fairby.

In the middle of the century, Mr. J. T. Smith, of
Eltham, became possessed of the Fairby estate. A
little later he purchased also the lands owned by
James Page, John Swaisland and Wm. Masters
Smith, in all about 340 acres.

All this, including Fairby House and cottages he
sold, in 1899 to Mr. A. E. Dobbs, who transferred it
to Sir James Timmins Chance. The property
passed, at Sir James' death, to his son Sir Wm.
Chance, who sold it shortly after to Mr. Thomas
Morton for £11,000, this being an average, for the
land, of about £25 per acre.

Mr. Morton, a few years later parted with the
property for £20,000 or thereabouts.

Messrs. Payne & Trapps were the purchasers of
122 acres in 1907. Fairby House and 18 acres were
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bought by Mr. Robert Emmet, and the remainder
by Small Owners, Limited.

Sir James Chance, a few years before he pur-
chased the Fairby lands, acquired also the Court
and Manor estates, lately in the possession of H. K.
Barnes and Adam Tait. He thus became
possessed of a thousand acres of land in the
parish. The remaining 200 acres belonged to
Dr. Forrest, Major Roberts, and a few smaller
owners including the London, Chatham & Dover
Railway. The Court and Manor estates were sub-
sequently acquired by Small Owners, Ltd., bringing
their holding to about 800 acres.

In the foregoing pages I have attempted to
depict the village as it existed through successive
ages down to modern times. My chronicle con-
cerns the past and. so I have made no attempt to
tell the story of the rapid transformation which
the village has undergone in recent years. This
new growth commenced when, less than twenty
years ago, the greater portion of the parish became
available for building and for small holdings.

For 800 years the village had made little advance
in the number of its population. In 1907 there
were 44 houses, only a slight increase on the number
in medieval times. In the past 20 years these have
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have multiplied five-fold. At the beginning of the
century there were only 8 landowners, now there
are 120.

On the accompanying plan the old houses are
shown in black, those that have sprung up since
1907 in red.

The record of the last twenty years properly be-
longs to the history of the parish in the future. It
will form the initial chapter in the chronicle of a
new era.

There was a somewhat rude awakening in the
scattered homesteads when the new order suddenly
broke up the erstwhile farm domains and banished
for ever the " old gods " of a long traditional past.
But the coming of the " many people'' have, at
any rate, infused a new life and wider outlook into
the even tenor of the quiet countryside which will
determine, in no small degree, the future evolution
of the parish.

It is certain that the 20th century will witness
far-reaching changes and progress in the social
conditions of town and country. Many factors will
contribute to these developments, but there is one
that will especially affect this corner of the land.
With enhanced facilities for transit, including
greatly increased speed, will come a spreading out
of the vastly increased population of London into
the surrounding country.
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It is easy to foresee the effects of this migration
upon districts within a certain radius of the Metro-
polis, In the not distant future many of the more
enterprising of the country villages will emerge into
municipal estate and grow into towns. It is not too
much to predict that Hartley will be one of these,
and that the local historian of the future will have a
tale to tell of progressive development, a story
which will surpass in marvellous achievement, if
not in sentiment and romance, the old-time annals
and legends of the past.
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