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REPORT ON WEST KENT.

The-Western Division of the County of Kent, as constituted by the Act 2 & 3 W. 4. c. 64,, sect.. 10.
consists of the Lathes of
'
Sutton-at-Hone
and
Aylesford,
And of the Lower Division of the Lathe of Scray.
The Population in 1861 was 277,058, showing an increase of 89,723 since 1831.
The number of inhabited Houses in 1861 was 50,395.
The number of the Electors on the Register of 1867-68 was 11,120.
Of the total number of Male Occupiers in 1866, exclusive of those who were also Owners, 9,815 were
at the rateable value of £12 and under the gross estimated rental of £50.

The Division is subdivided by "The Representation of the People Act, 1867," Schedule D., into—
(1.) West Kent, temporarily comprising the Lathe of Sutton-at-Hone.
(2.) Mid-Kent, temporarily comprising the remainder of the Division.
The Population of each temporary Division, exclusive of that of Parliamentary Boroughs, in 1861,
was—
West Kent
- 128,714
Mid-Kent
-*123,819
In consequence, however, of the recommendations of the Commissioners in regard to the extension of
the Boroughs of Greenwich and Chatham, and the curtailment of the new Borough of Gravesend, the
above numbers are subject to the following modifications, viz. ;—
West Kent.
Mid-Kent.
Population as above
- 128,714
Population as above
- 123,819
Deduct addition to Greenwich - 27,224
Deduct addition to Chatham
4,370
101,490
————

Add deduction from Gravesend

-

119,449
300

119,149
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The Commissioners do not recommend any alteration in the Divisions as constituted by the Act.
The places temporarily appointed by the Act for holding Courts for the Election of Members are—
For West Kent
Blackheath.
For Mid-Kent
Maidstone.
The Commissioners are of opinion that Maidstone is the most suitable place of Election for MidKent, but for West Kent they consider Sevenoaks preferable to Blackheath, which latter place is situated
in the extreme north-western angle of the Division, and in a Metropolitan District.
Sevenoaks, which is situated on a branch line of the London, Chatham, and Dover Railway, is
25 miles from London; and will shortly be connected with London and the eastern side of the
Division by a direct line. These two railways, and another projected line from Maidstone, will place
it in connexion with all parts of the Division,
The Commissioners recommend, therefore, that the following Towns should be constituted the places
of Election for the two Divisions of West Kent, viz.:—
Sevenoaks—for West Kent.
Maidstone—for Mid-Kent.

