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FOREWORD.

It is very unlikely that the following pages will
be found free from mistakes and omissions,. | shall
be glad, if any such are discovered, to have them
notified with aview to future correction.

The maps | have endeavoured to make as truth-
ful aspossible, but for No. i and No. ii | have been'
obliged to fall back, in some degree, upon imagina-
tion, and for No. iii and No. iv it has been especially
difficult to ensure accuracy. _ _

My grateful thanks are due to those old inhabit-
ants who have taxed their memories to tell me tales
of long ago, to those who have kindly allowed meto
reproduce photographs, and to al who have helped
me in other ways.

| have laboured under one great disadvantage.
There was little or no material ready to hand in the
parish archives. _ _ _

We are one of thevery few parishesin the diocese
whose registers go no further back than the begin-
ning of the 18th century, and yet, with. some
Churchwarden'sA ccountsand alist of reci pientsof
the Walter Charity, they are all the parish records
We pOoSsess.

All the older records of the Church, dl the old
deeds and other documents pertaining to the
manor, as well as the ancient manor court rolls,
have been destroyed or lost, some within the
memory of the present generation. If then, some
defects are found where they might be least expec-
ted, it must be borne in mind that in more favour-
able circumstances they might not have occurred.

G.W.B,
Hartley Rectory, Longfield, Kent.



Hartley Church.



HARTLEY THROUGH THE AGES

THE STORY OF A KENTISH VILLAGE.

CHAPTER 1.
EARLY TIMES.

The historical records of a village by no means
exhaust the interest of its by-gone days. Thereis
a peculiar charm in probing into pre-historic times
and picturing the past in the light of old-world lore.

This is not al myth and fable as some people
imagine. We often glean from the unwritten past
quite as reliable information as that which we read
in the facts and figures of recorded history.

"We will not limit the range of our enquiry thenin
regard to the village of Hartley by the bounds of the
Anglo-Saxon chronicles, or the Norman survey of
the ll1th century, but commence our story at the
close of the glacial age a hundred thousand years
ago,—or thereabout.

There was a keenness in the air in those days
here which we do not experience now. Snow hung
most of the year on the boughs of the forest trees,
for the winter was prolonged far into our present-
day summer.

The conformation of the land was much the same
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as we know it, but the flora and fauna were very
different. Arctic conditions further north had
driven southward the plants and animals which
belonged to those regions, and so the woolly rhinoc-
eros and the mammoth, the cave-bear, the musk-ox
and the reindeer, were seen in the land, and the
plants and the trees were, most of them, those
which belonged to more northern latitudes.

That there were people here in those far-off times
we know because they have left behind them their
handiwork in the soil. Although their bones have
crumbled into dust, the stones, which they handled
and shaped, remain to tell the tale of their sojourn
in the land.

We know that they were here, and we are able to
picture something of the kind of life they led.

For dwelling-places they dug holes in the
chalk, or found a shelter in the natural excava-
tions. The chief employment of their lives must
have been hunting. There is nothing to show that
they cultivated the land or kept flocks and herds.
They had no metals, but they were in possession of
fire. The family hearth was a feature of their
habitations. That their homes were well barricaded
we may be sure, for not all the animals that lived
around them were as harmless as the reindeer and
the wild horses.
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These people, lived and died here generation
after generation, age after age, and, although we
have no recorded history of their residence in the
land, there is scarcely a corner of the parish that
does not speak of their presence and of their mode
of life.

But there came a time when the homes in the
chalk were deserted and the people and dl that
pertained to them passed away .

How long they were here we do not know; per-
haps till the age when this country was finally cut
off from the continent and became an island. And
till the hordes from the south crept over the Pyre-
nees and crossed into Kent.

Whether the new comers found in the land any of
the old inhabitants we do not know, but we do know
that by thistime the great ice sheet in the north had
melted once for al, and that the climate here was
much the same as we have it to-day.

These new-comers havebeen called the men of the
Neolithic age. They certainly belonged to adiffer-
ent epoch, and they brought with them the rudi-
ments of a higher culture than that possessed by
their predecessors.

That some of them lived generation after genera-
tion on this spot we have ample proof in the stone
weapons and tools which they, like their predeces-
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sors, left behind them in the soil, and we know
enough about their records elsewhere to be able to
picture the kind of life they lived here.

It would be somewhere on the high ground that
we should have found a cluster of their dwellings.
These were a great advance on the holes in the
chalk of their predecessors. They were single,
double or even multiple huts, circular structures
built of loose stones, with convex roofs covered with
turf. They were sx or eight feet high with small
doorways and sometimes inter-communication be-
tween two or more huts.

These people, at any rate when they came and for
long after, possessed no metals, but they were
adepts at grinding and polishing flint stones into
tools and weapons. Upon these weapons their very
lives depended. They hunted deer and wild boars
for food, and had to defend themselves from the
wolves and other wild animals with which the
forest abounded.

The time came when they kept sheep and goats,
and cultivated the land with the help of their flint
hoes. They sowed corn and made bread, and grew
flax, which they woveinto acoarse linen.

We know this and a good deal more about them,
for athough concerning themselves and their do-
ings, they have here, on this spot, left only the
scantiest records, their kinsfolk in other places have
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bequeathed us a weath of information in the
remains of their temples, buria places and dwel-
lings.



CHAPTER II.
CELTIC TIMES. .

We have peeped at our parish inthe far away ages
of the past, and later at a period some ten thousand
yearsago. Now let us picture it at about 1,000 B.C.

It was at this period that the first wave of the
Celtic branch of the Aryan people found their way
into our idand. First came the Goidels, at a later
age the Brythons, and finally the Belgic Gauls.

This part of the country which we now know as
Kent and which the Celts called Cenn or Ceant, the
headland, must have been from the first overrun
by these people. And so, before long they almost
certainly found their way to this spot.

The Celtswere in the land for so many hundreds
of years that very considerable development in the
socia life of the race took place.

We will first picture the village at an early stage,
but the sketch must necessarily be to some extent
imaginary becausetill the coming of Caesar we have
little in the way of historical record to guide us.

The main road to the village was probably aong
a forest tract over Hoseland Hill and then by way
of what is now called Church Road.

This led to the clearing at the top of Stocks Hill,
an open space enclosed by a stout oak fence.
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Beyond the village pale there was perhaps some
open country to the south, but beyond this and
upon all the other sides there would be dense forest.

Passing within the oak pale fence we should have
found the cluster of wooden huts which formed the
village. These were crowned with pointed thatches.
Inside was very simple furniture; tables and
benches hewn out of solid oak, and skins of bears
and other animals.

Hanging on the walls were swords and shields,
bows and arrows and bronze pointed spears.
There were wooden plates, and vessels of various
shapes and. sizes—these latter made of hand-
moulded sun-baked clay. At meal time there was
simple fare of venison, beef or mutton, bread and
butter, honey and mead.

For bedding these people used the skins of beasts
and if, in the dead of night they heard the howls of
the wolves prowling round the village they would
feel themselves well protected by the strong oak'
fence with which they were surrounded.

The village was dl astir by dawn of day for they
led abusy life There was the land to till, the flocks
to tend, huts to build and repair, clothes to make
and mend, weapons and tools to manufacture and
keep in working order, divers crafts to follow,
bread to make and bake, and mead to brew. There
was aso much hunting of wild animals for defence
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and for food. And there were times when the head
man took down his spear and shield and led the men
to battle.

These Goidel people were of fine stature and
comely in form as were also the Belgae. They
had light hair and blue eyes and dressed them-
selves in coats and skirts of skin. Belonging,
as they did, to the Caucasian race they brought
with them something more than the elements
of civilization, and as life here went on from
century to century gradual advance was made in
their social condition and manner of living. The
time came when skins, as clothing, were discarded
and they clad themselves in wool and linen woven
on the loom. They wore well-fitting tunics,
trousers and cloaks with buttons of bone, jet, or
gold, leather shoes, and artistically wrought orna-
ments.

They learnt to build houses of more and more
convenient size and shape, of durable material, and
with some pretension to architectural art.

The head man of the village came to be a person-
age of definitely higher social standing than his
neighbours in the little community. He was the
forerunner of the lord of the manor of Norman
times. Asthe peopl €'s dependence upon him for pro-
tection and guidance increased, so did his power
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and control over their lives and belongings. His
leadership was essential for the very existence and
preservation of the village, and in return for this,

he demanded and received recompense in service
and kind.



CHAPTER I11.

THE COMING OF THE ROMANS.

Upon a July day in the year 54 B.C. there must
have been great excitement in the little community
here. The news had come that Julius Caasar had
landed his troops on the coast near Sandwich.

The British Army which included, we may be
sure, our squire and his men from this village, was
awaiting the Roman hosts at Canterbury. The
earthworks which they threw up near the river
Stour may be seen to-day.

And then, not many days after, it was known
that the legions of Rome had crossed the Medway
and were marching from Rochester to. Bromley on
their way to the Thames. From time to time news
came to the village of Caesar's successful advance
asfar as St. Albans, and of thelast fruitless efforts
of Cassivellaunus and the four Kings of Kent to
resist the might of the Roman Army.

There were perhaps men from our Village among
the captives carried back by Cassar to Rome.

It was nearly ahundred years before the Romans
returned. When they came the valiant defence
mai ntai ned by Caractacus and Queen Boadiceawas
of no avail. The Roman legions were victorious,
the Emperor was able to add to his title that of
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Excavation on Land belonging to Mr; A. J. Dennis.
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"Brittanicus," and the men of our village with the
rest of their fellow-countrymen became Roman
citizens.

A new era for Britain dawned with the advent of
Agricola and the introduction into this country,
under his auspices, of Roman ways and manner of
living. A new order was set up in the land and in
due time the culture and education and amenities
of Italy made themselvesfelt in the everyday life of
the nation. These were but the beginnings of a
great transformation.

We must remember that the Roman occupation
of this country lasted for four hundred years, as
long a period as that from the war of the Roses to
the present time. During this period the British
people were thoroughly Romanised. Many, at any
rate among the upper classes, became as highly
civilised and educated as the Romans themselves.

Immense changes came over the country, peace
and tranquillity reigned in the land. There were

many Britons who becamerich and prosperous, for
the Romans introduced improved methods of agri-
culture and manufacture, and established commer-
cia relations with Italy and other countries of
Europe.

By way of the south eastern extremity of Britain,
always the point of easiest access from the conti-
nent of Europe, dl the successful conquerors of
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Britain seem to have made inroad into the land,

Here then we may expect to find the earliest and
full est evidencesof their presence.

In respect to the Roman occupation there is per-
haps no areain the whole of the country more likely
to tell the tale of their activity and influence than
that which lies between the river Thames and the
Mouth east coast.

We cannot be surprised then to find that our par-
ticular neighbourhood was included in the hub of
Roman-British life. It is situated mid-way between
two great water highways of the Cantium king-
dom, the River Medway on the east and the Darent
on the west, while on the north ran Watling Street,
and on the south the ancient road, called in later
times the Pilgrim Way. . This particular district
may well, during these centuries of Roman rule,
have teemed with Roman-British life and activity.

It was in the immediate vicinity, too, of the
Roman headquarters at Rochester and Dartford,
while nearer sill was the military station of Vag-
niacae, or Springhead, as it has subsequently been
called.

That this neighbourhood was indeed at this time
acentre of busy social and commercial life we know
from the numerous Roman-British remains that
have beendiscoveredhere.

Besides, the large Roman Villaat Darenth there
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have on all sides been found earthworks, entrench-
ments, burial places, coins, weapons and other
remains.

Excavation Showing Eoman Hypocaust.

And morerecently we havediscoveredin our very
midst the foundations of a large and important
mansion, evidencethat here about was the domain
of a wealthy Roman-British family, lords of the
land perhaps for many generations, in the 3rd and
4th centuries of Roman rule.



CHAPTER I V.
HOSELAND.

It is probable that at this period much of the
surrounding forest was felled and the land cleared.
for agricultural purposes.

A big foreign trade was being carried on in corn
and wool, and farming in this country was exten-
sive and profitable.

Here then, we may be sure, cornfields stretched
far and wide, and flocks and herds grazed over
what is now the Fawkham Valley, and the gorse and
Hartley Woods, over Longfield and the land which
liesto the south.

All trace of the village fence had long since dis-
appeared. The wild animals were held well in
check in such neighbourhoods as this.  Only the
sheep and cattle by night needed any-fencing in.

Well built farm buildings were to be seen on all
sides, granaries, barns, cattle-shelters, and sheep
folds." And in clusters round the site of the old
village were the cottages of the labourers, and the
red-roofed basilican residences of the farm bailiffs
and other of the more important officials on the
estate. But the centre and hub of the village life,
and of the whole domain, was the mansion of the
lord.
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We know the exact spot where it stood for some
of the foundations are visible to-day.

The approach to the villa house was probably by
awell-made chariot road, which followed from. the
top of Hoseland Hill the track of what we now call
the Ash Road. This would run round to the great
courtyard which faced the south. Here a paved
road led up to the long corridor which gave access
to the main apartments, and extended on the one
side to the winter quarters and on the other to the
kitchens and other offices. Within the mansion we
should have found all the domestic accessories
which the art and culture of Italy could provide,
floors laid down with beautiful mosaics and tes-
serae of coloured sandstones, walls bright with
painted frescoes, windows glazed with small panes
of tinted glass, and in the chief apartments costly
furniture enriched with silver and bronze, hangings
and cushions, books in rolls and musical instru-
ments.

The lord of Hoseland was doubtless a person of
Importance, beyond the confinesof hisown domain,
a man of influence perhaps in the Roman-British
world of commerce and politics. And so something
of'thelifeandverve of thegreat world outside found
its way into the village.

It isnot at al unlikely that many distinguished
visitors came from time to time to the great house
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and that the lord entertained here some of the high-
est personages in the land, perhaps the lonian
Emperor himself. ;

By the second century, the old faith, at any rate
in Kent, had almost completely died out. There
were political reasons for the suppression of the
Druidical hierachy. And this the Romans success-
fully accomplished. They seem to have persuaded
the people that the Gods of Rome were, in reality,
their own deities under different names. We have
indeed, some reason to believe that the religion of
Rome was really nearer akin to that of their Aryan
ancestors than the Druidical faith which they had
largely derived from their Iberic predecessors in
this land.

And so it came'to pass that all over the country
the Druid altars were replaced by temples to the
Gods of Rome.

By theyear 200 A..D. it is probable that the sacred
grove of oaks, if such existed, in this village had
been cut down and altars raised to Jupiter or Min-
erva or Apollo.

But we know that not long after the coming of
the Romans Christianity was preached in this coun-
try. It may have been from the lips of St. Paul
himself, or of Joseph of Arimathea, or Christian
converts in the ranks of the Roman legions.
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At any rate wemay well imagine that the heathen
altars here were ere long dedicated to Christ, and
that the time came when a Christian lord of Hose-
land erected a basilican church on his domain for
the worship of Christ.



CHAPTER V.
THE TEUTONIC INVADERS.

It was in 410 A.D. that the Roman legions were
withdrawn from Britain.

For atime life flowed much as Usudl, at any rate
in the country villages in the south. In the north
there was trouble, and along the eastern coast in-

cessant raiding by the Saxon hordes.
In the middle of the century the Teutonic in-

vaders came in greater force, and before long had
possessed themselves of most of the country. The
army which followed Hengist into Kent made
desolate the country in all directions,

Let us look at our village towards the end of the
century when the storm had passed over the land.
It is a scene of waste and desolation. There is
scarcely ahouse that is not in ruins. The Church
isawreck. The farm lands are overrun with bush
and bramble. Theforest trees are once again assert-
I ng themselves and creeping over the cleared areas.

And the inhabitants? Most of them are gone.
Many fell by sword and battle-axe defending their
homes. Others were driven away into the forest.
Some became slaves in the service of the new
masters. For atime there may have been afew
who by stealth crept in and out of the ruined
houses for shelter.
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Andthe Great House? Itisaheap of ruins. All
that remain standing are portions of the solid
masonry. We know nothing of the details of the
ruthless destruction of this or of the many other
stately and beautiful homes in the country, but we
do know that time and again the Saxon hordes | eft
nothing behind them but wreck and ruin.

We do not know what became of the lord and his
family and retainers. They may have been dain,
driven homeless into the forest, or, sought refuge
elsewhere in this country or abroad. All we know
is that the beautiful villa-house of Hoseland shared
the fate of many another Roman-British mansion,
that finally the walls and roofs fell down, the floors
crumbled in, and the grass grew over the mounds
which covered the site of their ruin and desolation.

The art and refinement of Roman-Britain had for
these uncultured hordes no use or meaning. Speak-
ing of the wide-spread destruction of the beautiful
country villas and other buildings one historian
says " Thus it was throughout the land, scarred
heaps of ashes marked the sites of the old villas on
their sunny southern slopes, until the baths were
choked and the roofs of the hypocausts fell in and
the grass grew up through the tesserae, until in
a later age the plough in many cases, levelled the
mounds which marked the last remains of the
happy homes that had passed away."
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Undo, the historian of Saxon times says "These
people plundered thecitiesand countryside, they
spread the conflagration from the eastern to the
western sea. Public, as well as private structures,
were overturned. Priests where everywhere slain
before thealtars. Prelatesand peoplewithout any
respect of persons were destroyed with fire and
sword. Some of them fled beyond the seas.
Others led a miserable life among the woods and
mountains. Many of them, spent with hunger,
surrendered themselves into a miserable servitude.”

After the defeat of Vortigern and when Hengist
was King of Kent the Anglo Saxon tribes, here, as
I n other partsof the country, began to settle down
and colonisetheland. Sometimesit was asingle
family which took possession of the deserted fields
of a Roman-British farm. In others, twenty or
thirty families joined together in one community
and set themselvestoreclaimthederelict domain of
t h elate possessors.

Thus one Facca made his ham or home in the
adjoining valley calling it after his own name, and
w hi ch henceforth came to be known as Facca-ham.
It was the same at Meppa-ham and Farna-ham.
I n most casesall traceof theCelticnamesinKent
was lost except of such natural features as hills and
rivers. Here the old British name has clung on to
t h e northern slope of the hill and strip of woodland
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which we still call Hoseland, Theriver Darent too
retains its old name, and other instances further
afield are the Thames and Medway.



CHAPTER VI.
HEORTLEA IN EARLY SAXON TIMES.

L et us picture the gradual evolution of the Anglo-
Saxon village which sprang up in thisplace. These
Teutonic forebears of ours when first they reached
this country were a wild uncultured people. But
the sterling qualities of the Caucasion race to which
they belonged in due course asserted themselves,
and in the favourable environment of their new in-
heritance in this island a steady ethical and social
evolution took place.

Nominally the land belonged to the new king, but
for the most part it was held in fief by those to whom
it was granted.

We may assume that it was so here.  We must
picture then a small community established on the
site of the old village, and ruled over by a head man,
possibly in the first instance chosen from among
themselves, by themselves, and not imposed upon
them by the king or some other over-lord.

These people, in the early days at any rate, lived
in arude and primitive way. They tilled the land
after a fashion and kept flocks and herds, but in
their habitation was seen nothing of the art and
culture of their predecessors.

We may picture at this time a cluster of log huts
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along the road between Stocks Farm and Hartley
Hill. In a more commodious and perhaps better
built one lived the Head Man. An enclosed space
served as the common farm yard of the village.
Here the stock was reared and fed. Beyond this
was the common pasture and the arable land, where
they grew as much corn as the community required.
Outside this area was waste and woodland.

It was probably at this time that the village re-
ceived the name by which it has, with many varia-
tions of spelling, ever since been known.

The forest abounded with deer. The derelict
farm lands round this spot had no doubt afforded
attractive grazing ground for these creatures. In
the Saxon language the pasture of the deer would
be Heortlea, and thus the place seems to have been
named by the new comers.

For nearly 600 years Heortleawas a Saxon village
but how little do we know of the happenings here
during those long ages, a period equal to that which
has elapsed since the reign of Edward Il to the
present time.

We do know something of what went on through-
out the country generaly and in the kingdom of
Kent, but there are no historic records which reveal
anything of the history of this village during that
period. It is only in the llth and 12th centuries
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that we begin to get a glimpse of the little com-
munity in the light of history, but the picture then
presented to us tells us something of what must
have been going on here during those long ages of
which we have no actual details.

In early Saxon times the western portion of Kent
was divided into two lathes or lands, taking their
names from Elesford and Sudton. And these
again were sub-divided into hundreds. Heortlea
came into the lathe of Sudtone and the hundred of
Axton.*

Each hundred had its own parliament and was
responsible for self defence, but the local affairs of
each village or ton were settled by the folk moot or
meeting which also sent representatives to the
hundred court, and each hundred sent representa-
tives to the King's Court which was the ultimate
tribunal of appeal.

We do not know at what time the villagers of
Heortlea were converted to Christianity. In the
early days of Saxon rule we may be sure that there
was an atar here to Thor or Wodin. But later on
tlioreislittle doubt that monks from the missionary
settlement of St. Andrew at Rochester, now and
again found their way to the village and talked to
* | have not been able to ascertain the origin of this name. In Domesday

it is written Achestan. This may have stood for Ash-ton, but Axton is

not necessarily  the name of aplace. Elsewhere it is spelt Acstane and
Clacatane.
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our rough Jutish ancestors under the oaks in Fox-
borough Wood, or upon the village green, and told
them the story of the gospel.

When the day of Pentecost was come in the year
597 A.D., and the King himself had confessed the
new faith and been baptised at Canterbury with
great ceremony, thousands throughout the Kentish
kingdom followed him to the font, and we may be
sure that in due time alittle congregation of Chris-
tians would have been found, probably without let
or hindrance, holding their service here, if not on
the site of the heathen altar at some other place of
meeting in the village.

Augustine was now Archbishop of Canterbury
and Justus the first bishop of Rochester, and | think
we may assume that by the close of the 7th century
the Thane of Heortlea had sanctioned the substitu-
tion of a Christian altar in the village for that of the
Gods of his forefathers.

Somewhere about the year 800 A.D. the northmen
from Denmark and Sweden landed on our shores
and the Church of Christ in this land and probably
in our village, had little rest or peace for 200 years.
The Church in Kent at any rate throughout this
period suffered continual anxiety and desolation.
In 838 there was great slaughter at Canterbury.
In 850 the men of Kent were defeated by the Pirates
in the Isle of Thanet, and a few years later the
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greater part of the country was overrun and pil-
laged.

How our village fared during these troublous
times we do not know, but in 885 the Danish armies
were in this immediate neighbourhood and were
routed at Rochester by King Alfred. 1n980 Thanet
was again laid waste. A few years later Sweyn
came up the Medway with a fleet of 500 ships.
Later on he came to the Darent-mouth and once
more overran the country here-about.

In 1016 Canute was proclaimed King and shortly
after was received into the Christian Church.
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CHAPTER VII
HEORTLEA IN THE IITH CENTURY.

Now we will take a peep at, the Village as it
existed in the llth century. We have for this
period some actual historical record as the ground-
work of our story.

"Some woman owned it,” so says the Norman
Survey of 1087, speaking of our village in the, days
of Edwardthe Confessor.

There must have been avery long line of Thanes
and Over-lords of Heortlea during the 600 years of
Saxon rule, but we know nothing about them, not
even their names. No doubt there were great men
among them, able administrators, valiant soldiers,
just and considerate landlords to their tenants, but
history and tradition alike are silent in regard to
their biographies. We do not even know the name
of this last one of the long line of Heortlea land-
owners under Saxon rule, the "woman" who held
the manor in the reign of King Edward the Con-
fessor.

But we do know something about the village at
this time and the manner of life of the inhabitants.

The chief features of the village | havetried to set
out in the accompanying map. Thisisnot all guess
work for we have the Domesday statistics, the old
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field names, the roadways, and data from various
records. Theboundariesof thedemesne, theforest,
the pasture and cultivated areas as here shown, we
may assume, then, to be approximately correct.

Within the demesne, and on the site where per-
haps for thousands of years one altar and shrine
and sacred edifice had succeeded another, stood the
Church. This was a stone building, but had
probably replaced a previous structure of wood.
There are indications which seem to show that the
foundations of the present building were laid in
Saxon times.

Let us look at the Squire's house, which we may
assume to have been somewhere near the site of the
present Court. It is built of timber, with stone
foundations, and roof of tiles. Entering through
the porch we find ourselves in alarge hall. The
floor is strewn with rushes. Tapestry hangs on
the walls, and arms and armour. Smaller apart-
ments on either side of the hall are formed with
wooden partitions for slegping accommodation and
other purposes. The hearth is in the centre,
wooden benches are against the walls and there
are sheep skin rugs. At mea times the trestles
are set up and the boards laid thereon for the table.
There-are basketsfor bread, wooden platters, bowls
for soup and hornsfor ale and mead.
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The Squire takes the seat of honour. He s clean
shaven except for his well trimmed beard. He
wears a tunic of wool or linen, bright coloured
stockings, and black pointed shoes. On occasion
he dons a fur-lined cloak. The ladies wear loose
flowing gowns, over tight fitting bodices.

In the winter evenings we may imagine the
household round the glowing hearth. There are
songs and story-telling. The harp is passed round
from one to another, while the mead flows freely.

Outside the demesne were the homes of the villa-
gers. In some of the better houses lived the free
tenants or soc-men as they were called. Lower in
rank there were the Ceorls and the Cotters. Then,
somewhereinthe village we should find the house of
the reeve, the meadow-man and those other indis-
pensable members of the community the black-
smith, the carpenter, the builder, and the furrier.
Pig keeping was an important industry and the
most was made of the oak glades where the swine-
herdstook the pigsto feed on the acorns.
Thisvillage also we may be sure, like all othersin
Saxon times possessed many beehives. Diligent
search was made besides for the honey of the wild
bees, for there was no other sugar in those days.
The village was, to a great extent, self-support-
ing. Little shopping was done outside. But there



33 HABTLEY THROUGH THE AGES.

were journeymen traders or pedlarswho came from
time to time and set up their tents on the village
green. And, on the occasion of their visits, high
day was usually kept by the people with sports and
games.

Journeys beyond the immediate neighbourhood
were seldom taken in those days. Travelling on
foot was tedious, and it was even worse by waggon,
for the roads were ill adapted for wheels. Few
were rich enough to ride on horseback, and it was
at all times necessary to travel well armed.

The only roadside innstoo werethe cold-harbours
and caldecots, and it was but poor comfort they
provided for weary travellers.

The cold-harbours were chiefly found on the old
Roman roads. The name still remains at Sutton-
at-Hone, Wrotham, Northfleet and many other
places in Kent. They provided nothing but the
shelter of bare walls, and were often only the ruined
remains of some deserted Roman-British habitation.

The sites of these old wayside shelters usually
show traces of the innumerable fires that were
lighted on the floors. In Roman times such resting
places for travellers were erected on many of the
most frequented routes.



CHAPTERVIII.
NORMAN TIMES.

The peaceful country life in the Saxon village was
rudely interrupted when in the latter haf of the
11th century William of -Normandy possessed him-
self of the land.

The great Earl Godwin had died 13 years before,
and when in January, 1066, Harold, his son, was
defeated and dlan a Hastings consternation
reigned throughout the land. No long time elapsed
before the people's misgivings were fully realised.

The landowners were for the most part required
to surrender their estates, and as the French Feudal
system was gradually enforced the conditions of
village life became harder to bear.

More arduous times, at any rate for a season, fell
upon the people. The new masters were far more
austere than their Saxon predecessors, with much
less sympathy and consideration for the well being
of those under their rule.

King William was bent upon extorting the ut-
most amount of tribute in money from the conquer-
ed land, and the alien barons and minor landowners
placed in power, demanded and obtained a bigger
toll in kind and service from those under their
control.
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We are now on surer ground and are able to trace
the history of the parish with more or less detail.

Let us see what the Domesday survey has to tell
us. From the historian's point of view William the
Conqueror's rate book is of inestimable value. It
is here that we find the starting point for the local
history of most of our country villages.

Here is the record for this parish in the original
contracted Latin.

Radulph fili Turaldi ten de epo Erclei puno solin se defd
Tree.  Indnio suntii car. ix uilli cu vi cot huc iii car ibi iii
serui silua x poro. Too m ualet iii lib. m.c. sol. queda
mulier tenuit.

This being interpreted reads :
Ralph, the son of Turald, holds Erclei (Hartley) of the
Bishop. It was taxed at one shilling. The arable land
is — (not stated). In demesne there are two carucates.
There are nine villeins, with six cotters having three caru-
cates, There are three slaves. There are woods for ten
hogs. The whole manor was worth three pounds. Now
a hundred shillings. Some woman held it.

In the first place we learn that Hartley in the
year 1086 formed part of the vast estate of the
Bishop of Bayeux, the Conqueror'shalf brother Odo,
and, under him, was held by Ralph, the son of
Turald.

We do not know the exact extent of the Hartley
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domain at that time for the acreage of the arable
land is omitted. In demesne, that is the land re-
tained in the Lord's own occupation, there were two
carucates. A carucate was equivalent to a Saxon
hide. It was the amount of land which it was esti-
mated a team of eight oxen could plough in one
season, and hence the term plough-land sometimes
used for it. Roughly it was about 120 acres. But
the estimate varied somewhat in different parts of
the country.

Three carucates we are here told were in the occu-
pation of the villagers, which would include a cer-
tain amount of pasture, sx hundred acres or there-
abouts in all.

Then there was the woodland belonging to the
manor. " Siluax porc."

The extent of woodland was estimated by the
number of pigs for which it would provide forage.
The Hartley woods at that time afforded pannage,
as it was called, for ten hogs.

So much we learn about the land. We are also
given some information about the inhabitants.
In those days there were to be found in every
village several classes of people.

Below the lord and his family there were, in the
first place the socmen. Many of these were land-
owners. Others of them paid a rent in goods or
service. Thev were free men and not tied to the
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Manor. In some ways they corresponded to the
yeomen of later times.

Then there were the villeins, or Ceorls as they
were called in Saxon days. They were not, except
in special circumstances, permitted to leave the
village, or to work elsewhere. They were each
granted about 30 acres of land on which they

supported themselves and their families, and in
return for this they were obliged to work severa
days a week for the lord. There were nine
families of villeins in Hartley at the time of the
survey.

Then there were the cotters or cottagers. Bor-
derers they were called in Norman times, a name
derived from bord, a cottage. These were lower in
rank than the villeins.  They were labourers who
worked for hire. They were granted an acre
or two of land for which they rendered some ser-
vice, but for the most part of the week they worked
for a wage, and corresponded to our agricultural
labourers. In Hartley at this time there were six
cotters and their families.

And finally we are told that there were three
daves. These belonged to a lower and more
servile class still.  They were in complete servitude
and could be bought and sold.

Thus much do we know about Hartley at the
close of the 11th century. From the figures given



NORMAN TIMES. 43

in this survey we may see that'the manor fairly
corresponded in area with the present parish, and
we may estimate the population at about ahundred
and ten.



CHAPTER IX.
IN LATE PLANTAGENET AND EARLY TUDOR TIMES.

Some information with regard to the parish at the
end of the 14th Century is supplied by theRecord of
Rentals and Surveys of the Duchy of Lancaster, to
which at that time the Manor belonged, as part of
the possessions of the Pembroke family.

Here are some extracts :

" Extent of the Manor, of Hartley, 14th February, 1392,
upon the oath of John Fauer, William Dalton, John
Smyth, Robert Crabbe, and Geoffrey of ye Stable."

" There is a smal aula with one solar for the bailiff,
one granary thatched with straw and reeds, one cattle
shed and two granges thatched with straw."

"The lord ‘of the manner shdl have the amends of
bread and de, infangthef, outefangthef,* and al other
things pertaining to view of frankpledge."

" There are 100 acres arable in a field called ' le Rede.'
An acre is worth 4d. by the year. There are 50 acres
arable in 'le North&eld ' and 16 acres in ' Culcroft.'
There are 30 acresin a field called Eyleye and 10 acres
in a croft called Brydone. In the demesne there are
5 acres meadow. There is a certain pasture within the
garden and wood next the manor which is worth by the
year 20s."

* In-fangen-thef.  The right of the Lord of the Manor to .apprehend and
judge thieves taken within his jurisdiction. The prefix oute would seem
to refer to this right outside his domain.
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" There are the following rents,
Of hens and eggs, by the year, 2s.
Of 18 acres of plough land by the year. price 12d.
the acre.

Of 12 acres of reaping.”

" There is a certain wood called 'le Fryth' of old and
great wood containing 5 acres. There is another wood
called 'le hok ' containing 10 acres of young wood."

"Memorandum—All thetenantsought to haveright of

common upon al the demesne. lands except in the
garden and wood, with all their beast except .pigs,
between the feasts of St. Martin and the Purification of
the Blessed Virgin Mary."

The village at this time had not yet assumed the
aspect whichisfamiliar to us.

Hartley Woods were much more extensive. Hose-
land Woods covered the land on both sides of the
road up the hill.

Following this roadway through the woods we
should have come out on the common which ex-
tended on the one side over what we now cal
Trapp's land, and on the other to the boundary of
Fawkham parish.

Thetrackway acrossthe common branched off, as
the road does now, into the one leading to the
Church and the other to Ash. There was probably
a way-side cross where our war-memoria now
stands.

The way to the village was up Stock's Hill, at the
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top of which we should have found ourselves on the
village green, which was probably co-extensivewith
the six-acre plot now called Barn field.

Roads and footpaths from all parts of the parish
led to this spot.

Here stood the village stocks and whipping post
which, if not near the Church, were usually so-
up where the people mostly congregated. Not far
off wouldbethe cageinwhichlocal misdemeanants
were incarcerated. This was probably a small
brick buildingwith double locked doorsand a peep
hole, through which the village constable handed in
food and kept an eye on the prisoner.

Somewhere near the green stood the Church
House where the Church Ales, the Harvest Supper
and other parochial functions were held.

There were many holidays and these meant a
good deal of gaiety in the village. Besides Mayday
and Hocktide* and Shrovetide there were all the
Saints' Days, and at these times there were sports,
and games and dancing and other revels.

The Church House was the centre of most of this
merry-making. The pots and pans and cups and
platters necessary for the feasting were kept here.
There was no lack of good fare on these occasions.
The Churchwardens were usually the custodians of
a store of provisions contributed by the parishioners.

* A fegtival observed on the second Monday and Tuesday after Easter, in
memory of the victory over the Danes in A.D. 1002
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There was much play-acting too, and we may be
sure that this village like most others, had its com-
panies of actors and minstrels.

There was, of course, the annual fair on All
Halows Day. And as by this time the Church-
yard was forbidden ground, it would be held on the;
green; This-was a great day for marketing, but a
good deal of the people's shopping was done with
the journeymen pedlarswho visited the village from
time to time.

The smithy and the wheelwright's shop were in
Grub Street, where till quite recent times they were
still to be found.

The Church Ales mentioned above were parish
gatherings at which beer and cakes were bought
from the Churchwardens a a profit to provide
funds for the benefit of the parish. They were the
forerunners of our modern bazaars and fancy fairs
and public dinners.

The Church at thistime must have looked outside
much the same as now except that there was a west
door.

Inside it would have appeared to us very differ-
ent. We should have found the earthen floor
strewn with rushes or straw. In some churches
the straw or rushes survived till the middle of last
century. They were renewed a more or less
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regular intervals. In Churchwardens accounts we
find such items as "for  rushes against All Hallows
Day 4 pence."

Then there were no pews. In those days, the
people, when they were not kneeling, stood. There
was no necessity for seats till the sermon became
one of the chief objects of attendance. If in some,
churches a few seats were to be seen they were
intended for the old and infirm.

We should have found, too, in the Church at this
time the Chancel Screen and the Rood, and candle-
sticks on the Rood beam for the lights.

There was an image of the Virgin here besides
the Crucifix for we find that several old parishioners
left in their wills provision for lights for both of
them. Therewas astone altar too, we may be sure,
and the walls would be bright with fresco painting.

Outside there wasthe Churchyard cross. Thiswas
probably of stone with steps leading up to it. On
Pam Sunday there were processions round this
cross in commemoration of our Lord's entry into
Jerusalem.

The Rectory was near the Church and close by was
the tithe barn. The Manor House at that time is
said to have stood somewhere behind the present
Court in Foxborough Wood The other big houses
were The Hayes on Hartley Hill, The Stocks House
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near the Village Green, Fereby or Fairby, and
farm houses somewhere near, if not on the sites of
what were later known as Middle Farm and Hartley
Wood Farm. There were about twenty other
smaller houses and cottages. The population was
somewhere about 140.

Besides the principal and smaller landowners or
yeomen and the parson, the little community in-
cluded the parish clerk, who was an official of im-
portance, and the bell-ringer, who had other duties
besides summoning the peopleto church. Hishand-
bell was often heard on the Village Green and other
parts of the parish, for there were frequent an-
nouncements to be made to the people

Thentherewerethe farm bailiffs, the borsholders
or constables, perhaps atailor or shoemaker, almost
certainly acarpenter and asmith. There were aso.
the agricultural labourers and the shepherds and
herdmen. There doesnot seem to have been amiller
in Hartley. The corn was probably ground at Fawk-
ham or Meopham where there were mills. The
Churchwardens were, of course, at this time prom-
inent and responsible officials in every parochial
community.

There is a spot in West Y oke which though over
the Ash boundary must have been intimately
associated with the village life of Hartley at this
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time. The few houses here at the present day, just
beyond the parish boundary, are within the Hartley
postal district.  This little hamlet, which at that
time was a separate manor, was called Scotgrove.
The origin of the name is not known but as it obvi-
oudly dates from Saxon times a meaning suggests
itself.

History tells us that Hengist, as the first ruler of
the re-constructed kingdom of Kent in the 5th
century levied heavy taxes on the conquered race,
and as there seem to have been convenient forest
tracks and packways converging at this spot, it may
have been the appointed place to which the Kentish
men of this district were required to carry their
tribute. If so, in the Saxon tongue it might have
cometo be known as Scot-grove. (Saxon Scot, |ce-
landic skot, atax.)

Records respecting Scotgrove in the middle ages
are very scanty, but at any rate we know that there
was a church here, and also a number of houses in-
cluding amost certainly a manor house. The
foundations of the church are still to be seen. There
are portions of what appear to be old boundary
walls, and there is the well which supplied the
villagers with water. Of the Lords of the Manor
litttle more is known than their names.

In the 13th century the manor was held by John
deTorpel. Later itwasin possession of William de
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Fawkham and of Jeffray de Fawkham. In the
latter half of the century Richard and John de
Gotewyk held it. The 'last named died in 1300.
In the middle of the 14th century William de
Warrin was in possession and after him the Frank-
enheims. During the 15th century a branch of the
old Kentish family of the Culpepers possessed it.
And then in the 16th century it passed in suc-
cession to the Fanes, Walters, and finally to the
Lambardes,.

Of the past history of the place we know little or
nothing We do not even know the dedication of
the Church, or by whom it was built. All we know
is that so far back as 200 years ago the Church was
in ruins, al the houses and farm buildings were,
gone, and a growth of trees, henceforth known as\
Chapel Wood, sprung up in their place.

There is, however, among the manuscript posses-
sions of the Society of Antiquaries, a memorandum
made by Dr. John Thorpe, dated August 2nd, 1728,
which is as follows :

"I went this day in company with Mr. Samuel
Atwood, Rector of Ash, and Mr. John Barnard, to
view the site of the Chantry at Scotgrove. It lyes
in a wood now commonly called Chappel Wood.
Through the wood runs a path, leading from Ash
towards Hartley. The next field to this on the
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north side lyes partly in Ash and partly in Hartley.

A very few rods on thewest side of the path, and
if 1 mistake not, about half-way across the wood,
are ye remains of this Chantry. The vestiges, of
the walls thereof are plainly distinguished, being
two or three feet above the level of the ground, and
at the west end four or five feet. The door seems
to have been on the south side. About ten rods on
the west of it is a deep draw-well. This place has
been entrenched round, and within it are many
foundations and marks of buildings."

That was written two hundred years ago, and
nothing has since been recorded which tells us any-
thing about the place as Scotgrove.
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Hartley Church.
CHAPTER X.
THE PARISH CHURCH.

There is no mention in Domesday of a Church at
Hartley. This does not mean that there was not
one here, but only that no ecclesiastical tax was
due from this manor to the king, as was often the
case. Where this was payable the Church was
usually mentioned.

Judging from what remains of the most ancient
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portions of the fabric of our Church, we may assume
that the foundations of the present stone edifice
were laid in the IIth century. There are details
that point to Saxon workmanship.,

The Chancel arch is low and very narrow with
wide wall spaces on either side. Portions of the
north and south walls containing two small Norman
windows, areamong the older parts. Normanwork,
probably of the 12th century, is visible elsewhere.
Each century seems to have left traces of further
additions and restorations.

Gothic reconstruction evidently took place in the
13th or 14th centuries. The Chancel arch was
pointed.  Foliated decoration was applied to
the windows on the north and south sides, and
portions of the walls were rebuilt. A buttress
was added in the 15th century. There was at one
time a west door but to what period this belonged
we do not know. The turret or bell-cote was pro-
bably built in the 14th century. The panelsin the
pulpit were carved about 1600 or a little later.

Towards the end of the 18th century considerable
renovation was effected, and during the first half
of the 19th century. The turret was repaired in
1838, and two buttresses built in 1857. Between
1860 and 1863 much alteration and restoration took
place, the gallery was taken down, the old square
pews were removed and replaced by new ones of
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pitch-pine.  The roof was retiled, a vestry built,
and the present east wall of the chancel recon-
structed. The square headed window of three lights
at the east end was replaced by a larger Gothic one
which was filled with coloured glass in 1898 by the
P. and 0. Company directors in memory of Adam
Tait.

In 1892 the west wall was entirely rebuilt. In
1899 the present porch replaced the old one. This
was erected by Miss E. Trimmer in memory of her
sister Mary, the wife of Rev. W. W. Allen, Rector

Hartley Church in 1806.
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of Hartley, and she also in 1882 presented the
carved oak reredos in memory of her father,
mother, brother and sister.

The window on the south side of the chancel was
coloured and presented by the Rev. W. W. Allen in
memory of his mother Ann, the wife of Rev. E. W.
Allen. The coloured window in the south wall of
the nave was aso executed and given by the
same donor in memory of Rev. H. W. Trimmer and
Mary, his wife. A small window on the south side
of the chancel also coloured by the Rev. W. W,

Allen, bears this inscription, " In memory of H. T,
died 1845"

One of the most remarkable features of the
Church is the door. The woodwork bears evi-
dence of extreme age and may well be as ancient
as the ironwork which is of exceptional interest.
Crossing the iron straps are wide crescents some of
which terminate in serpents' heads, othersin scrolls
or fleur-de-lis. The former show how long the
blacksmiths of this country clung to the Danish
traditions. Serpents, dragons and other creatures
were employed by the Danish workmen as emblems
to propitiate evil spirits, and may be seen in orna-
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Hartley Church Door.

mental ironwork down to the 14th century. The
fleur-de-lis are possibly somewhat later than the
rest and may have been added by way of repairs.

In the steeple are two bells, the smaller one
which measures 18 inches, bears an inscription
"'Robertus Ryder me fecit." Robert Ryder was a
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London founder and lived from 1357 to 1386. Our
treble bell then was hung in the reign of Richard I1.
On the larger bell, measuring 22 inches, is engraved
"Pack and Chapman fecit, 1771" There were two
bellsin the steeple in 1552, but one of those has since
disappeared.

Before church bells were hung in the towers or
steeples, hand-bells were used to call the people to
public-worship.  This custom will perhaps explain
the origin of another interesting feature of our
Church.

At the west end of the south wall of the chancel
is a low side window, unglazed and fitted with a
wooden shutter.  The purpose of these windows
IS a matter of uncertainty. They are sometimes
called leper windows or "squints' in reference to
their supposed use in providing a view of the altar
from the outside of the Church. They may have
been used for confession, or for aimsgiving, it may
be that here the sacring and sanctus bells were rung,
or that out,of this window the hand-bell was used
to call the people to Church.*

There is another of these windows, long since
blocked up, on the north side of the chancel.

The upper portion of the font, and perhaps the
base dates from. about the 14th century, the pedestal
* Archbishop Peckham in A.D. 1281, directed that at the time of the

elevation of the Host, a bell should be rung " on one side of the Church,
that the people, whether in fields or homes, may kneel down."
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The Font in Hartley Church.

is Norman work of Purbeck marble and consists of
a central shaft surrounded by eight smaller ones.

The timbers of the roof are very interesting and
picturesque. From the tie-beams rise well propor-
tioned king posts from which the braces or struts
spring to the rafters.

There is amural tablet on the north wall of white
marble which bears this inscription,

" Near this .place lyes the body of James Burrow, late
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of Kingsdown, gent. He departed this life 20 Decem-
ber, 1728, aged 53 years.

"Also Elizabeth his wife, and daughter of John Cox
of Stanstead, gent. She departed this life 14 February,
1729, aged 49 years. And also two of their children,
viz., James and Thomas."

L On the top of the monument are these arms, viz.,

Azure, three fleur-de-lis ermine, impaling sable a

chevron argent between three altires of a stag fixed to

the scalp of the second. Crest on a wreath a falcon

volant argent, jessed and belted, gorged with a ducal
coronet or.

On the same wall on a tablet near the chancel
archisthisinscription,
"Sacred to the memory of Mary the beloved wife of
Wm. Philip Beech who departed this life the 24th day
of January, 1851, aged 28 years. Also of Jessie Beech
daughter of the abovewho died the 11th  day of January,
1849. aged |i months."

A metal tablet on the south side of the chancel
arch facing west is thus inscribed,

" To the glory of God and in memory of Adam Tait

of Hartley Court, Kent, born 26 November, 1836. Died

12 July, 1896, at La Gombaley, Switzerland. Buried

at Territet. The east window in this Church was erec-

ted by the Directors of the Peninsular and Orientd

Steam Navigation Company in remembrance of their
friend and colleague. A.D., 189%."

On the sanctuary floor is a memorial stone of
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black marble bearing this inscription,

"Under this stone are interred the remains of the
Revd. Thomas Blomefield, A.M., who departed this"
life on the loth day of Jan., 1771, aged 79 years. He
was 49 years Rector of this parish, beloved and respected
by the parishioners who with his friends sincerely lament
their loss.

"Also the body of Mary, hiswife, who departed this
life on the 5th day of April, 1784, aged 73 years."
Adjacent to this stone on the south side is an-

other, with this inscription,

"Here lyeth interred the body of Sarah the wife of
Edward Thorp of this parish, who died the 6th of Nov-
ember. 1747, aged 67 years." .

On the floor near the vestry door a stone is in-
scribed to the memory of another Rector of this
parish,

" In memory of Revd. Thomas Bradley, nearly 40
years Rector of this parish, who was born at Kirkby
Stephen in the County of Westmoreland, Feb. nth,
1750, and died at Greenhithe in the County of Kent,
Dec. 25th, 1825, inthe 76th year of hislife."

In the centre of the middle aide is a stone with
the following inscription,

" In memory of Richard Treadwell, Yeoman of this
parish who departed thislife |5th September, 1803, aged
92 years.

" Also Mrs. Mary Treadwell, wife of the above, who
departed this life 19th October, 1798; aged 77 .years.
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" Also Richard Treadwell, son of the above, who de-
parted this life and July. 1768, aged 20 years."
The Lich-gate was the handwork of the late

Hartley Church and Lich-gate.

Rector, Rev. W.W. Allen, who was skilled in join-
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ery. It was erected in memory of his father and was
made from the timber of,an oak in the Glebe be-
neath which he was accustomed to dt. It bearsthe
Inscription,
" Erected A.D. 1887 by loving friends in memory of
Edward Allen, 40 years Rector of Hartley."

A question has sometimes been raised respecting
the original dedication of our Parish Church. In
the reign of Henry V111, Dedication Festivals were
often transferred to All Saintsto avoid multiplica-
tions of holidays and so the real dedication came to
be forgotten. It seemed possiblethat this might have
happened here, but this doubt has been set at rest by
the will of Thomas Cotyer which is dated 1473, thir-
ty years before Henry VIII cameto the throne. In
it he says "I wish my body to be buried in the
Churchyard of the Parish Church of All Saints."
And 22 years earlier in 1451, John Parysse of Hart-
ley in his will of that date bequeaths "Luminare be
Marie in festo Ommum Sanctorum."



CHAPTER XI.
THE CHURCHYARD.

The earliest Christian Churches in this country
d o not appear to have been surrounded by a grave-
yard. Licence to enclose ground round a church and
to consecrate it for the purpose of Christian burial
was not obtained till the middle of the 8th century.
U ptothistime Christiansfollowed the prevailing
custom and buried their dead in cemeteries,* if pos-
sible on high ground and outside the boundaries of
city or village. Belief in the efficacy of prayer for
the dead brought about a change in these customs.
Gradually agreatdesirespranguptobeburiedin
or near the Church where services for the repose of
t h esoul might more easily bearrangedfor. Christ-
s in the middle ages desired nothing more
earnestly than that they should be prayed for when
they were dead.

This great desire manifested itself in severa
ways, but especialy in the enormous sum of money
bequeathed to endow Chantry foundations which
existed in thousands of parishesin this country up
to the timeof the reformation.

But for long after the reformation our forefathers
were anxious to be prayed for, and so we find our
old parishioner, Richard Treadwell and Mary, his

* Caemeterium or dormitory, the sleeping place of the dead.
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wife, buried under the stone slab in the middle of
the aisle of the Church We may be sure that it
was a their specia request. They knew that
many feet would pass to and fro over their grave,
and they hoped that some at least of those who trod
upon the place of their sepulchre would be re-
minded as they did so to breathe a prayer for their
souls.

For the same reason a former Rector, Thomas
Blomefield, is buried in front of the Altar where dl
succeeding officiating priests would stand upon his
grave. Another Rector, William Bradley, lies in
front of the vestry door.

Buria then, within the walls of the Church was
most in request, but many were content to lie in
"God's Acre" or the "Church-hawse" as Chaucer
caled it.

Stones have been erected to the memory of the
dead al the world over and in every age but the
custom of placing gravestones as we know them in
our Churchyards, is little more than two centuries
old. In former times in Christian graveyards
crosses or other emblems of wood were used to mark
the place of burial.

Gravestones in Kent are characteristic of the
county. The oldest form found in country church-
yards are short and thick, the lettering is incised,
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and there is often some attempt at an emthematical

figure, sometimesvery crude. Thistypedatesfrom
about 1700 to 1750.

A little later the ordinary type is a stone, the
top of which is shaped in a single or double curve.
Some rise into arounded projection in the centre,
something like a head and shoulders on which are
carved emblemsor scroll work.

The map of the Churchyard shows every known
grave, and the list at the end of this chapter con-

tains the names of those buried, so far as they are
known.

The oldest inscriptions are inside the Church.

No. 5, JamesBurrow, 1728, and No. 2, Sarah, wife of
EdwardThorpe, 1747.

Outside there is nothing older than No. 126.
"In  the hopes of a joyful resurrection here resteth the
body of Thomas Underhill, of this parish, yeoman. He
departed this life October 14, 1765, aged 80 years."

No. 45bearsthisinscription—
"In loving memory of Joseph Hartley, of this parish.
Doctor of Laws of the University of Cambridge. Justice
of the Peace for this county and Yorkshire, and Deputy
Lieutenant. Son of John and Ann Hartley, of Leeds.
Born May 4th, 1827. Died at the Old Downs, July i2th,
1898. He was always in this world both by God and
his fellow men so much better treated than he deserved
that he died with a sure hope that in the next, through
the merits of Jesus Christ he might be accepted.”
"Until the day break and the shadows flee away."
Cant. 2.17.
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No. 119—

" In loving memory of Edward Allen, 44 years Rector
of this parish, who died January 1st, 1870 in the
year of his age. Also of Ann, the beloved wife of the
above, who died on Easter Day, 1849.

No. 121—

"In loving memory .of Mary, wife of the Rev. W.
Whitton Allen, died December 7th, 1889. Also in
loving memory of the Rev. W. Whitton Allen, 57 years
Curate and Rector of this parish. He died April 30th,
1901, aged 74 years."

We have record of the buria of only four of the

knownthirty-seven Rectorsof Hartley. Thesetwo,
Thomas Blomefield and Thomas Bradley.

Among the epitaphs in the Churchyard are the
following :

No. 117/—

" Stop traveller, stop and cast an eye,
For as you are now so once was |,

As | am now, so must you be,
Therefore, prepare to follow me."

No. 153—

" Adieu, my loved partner, my children, and friends,
Whose souls are entwined with my own,

Adieu for the present, mortality ends

In the hope of a glorious crown."

No. 17/—

" Free from sorrow, sin and pain,
And free from every care,

By angels' hands to heaven conveyed,
To rest for ever there.™
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No. 178—
" O not in cruelty, not in wrath,
The Reaper came that day,
T'was an angdl visited the green earth,
And bore the flower away."

There was a time when the Churchyard Cross
was seen in every parish. It was the common
memorial of all those who slept in nameless graves.
It is probable that in earlier times no churchyard
was consecrated till this cross was erected. It was
usually of stone, but sometimes of wood. Some of
the former remain in country parishes and a few in
the towns. Ours has long since disappeared.

Another familiar object in English Churchyards
iIstheyew tree. We have two but they are not very
old. The bill for them. is among the old Church
accounts. They were planted in 1828 and no
doubt filled the gaps left by older, perhaps very
ancient Churchyard Y ews.

Why do we s0 often see these trees in Church-
yards? There is certainly something about them
suggestive of mourning, mysticism and unchange-
ableness, but | suppose the real and prosaic reason
is that in the olden times it was considered expedi-
ent that in the centre of every village community
there should be found the tree which provided the
wood for making the long bow.

The nameis spelt in agreat variety of ways. Be-
sidesYew we find Y eugh, Eugh, Ewe, Ugh, Uhe and
even U. But nobody seems to know the origin or
meaning of the word.
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With its Latin name it is different. Taxus seems
tohavebeenderivedfromtheGreektoxon." Taxus
forte a toxon ea arcus et sagitas faciebant." And
because the foliage of the bow-tree is poisonous, and:
arrows were dipped in the poison, we have our word:
toxin.

Mention may be.made here of our parish War
Memorial which stands at the junction of the Ash,
and Church Roads. It was dedicated on July 23,1
1922. Theunveiling
ceremony was per-
formed by Generd
Arthur Hildebrand.

The following are
the names of those
commemorated:

RICHARD WOODWARD.
ERNEST CHEARY.
SIDNEY DAY,

ERNEST HOLNES.
WILLIAM HURST,
JOHN RICH.

ALEC ROSE.

JAMESVAUGHAN.
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list of the names of persons known to be buried a Hartley,

the year of death.
of the Churchyard—

Thomas Blomefield, 1771

Sarah, wife of Edward Thorp,
1747.

Thomas Bradley, 1825.

Richard Treadwell, 1803.

Mary, wife of the above, 1798,

Richard, son of the above, 1763.

James Burrow, 1728.

Elizabeth, wife of the above,
1729.

James and Thomas, sons of the
above.

Henry Kendall Barnes.

Maud Caddel, 1892
John Samuel Caddel 1892
Susan Caddell, 1923.

Thomas Has